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Aosdana

Aosdana is an affiliation of artists engaged in literature, music and the visual arts.

Established by the Arts Council in 1983, Aosdana honours artists whose work
has made an outstanding contribution to the arts in Ireland. Through financial
support and peer recognition, the organisation encourages and assists members
to donate their energies fully to their art.

Practical matters

Membership of Aosdana is limited to 200, by agreement with the Arts Council.
To be eligible for membership, an artist must have been born in Ireland or have
been resident here for five years and have produced an original and creative
body of work.

Aosdana members are eligible for the cnuas (annuity), payable by the Arts
Council, to assist them in the full-time pursuit of their art. In 2002, the annual
value of the cnuas was €11,072. Payment is restricted to those artists whose
other earnings, averaged over a three-year period, do not exceed one-and-a-
half times the value of the cnuas. The Arts Council also subscribes to a
contributory pension scheme for members of Aosdana in receipt of the cnuas.

Aosdana acknowledges a member’s achievements through an award of honour
known as Saoi. There are never more than five Saoithe. In 2002 they were
Seamus Heaney, Benedict Kiely, Louis le Brocquy and Tony O'Malley. Tony
O'Malley who had been a Saoi since 1993 died in January 2003.

Aosdana’s affairs are governed by an annual General Assembly of the
membership and by more regular meetings of the Toscairi, a committee of ten
members elected every two years. A General Assembly normally meets once a
year to elect new members and to review the organisation’s affairs.

The Arts Council provides secretariat services to Aosdana, including the
payment of cnuais and the organisation of meetings. The Director of the Arts
Council is ex officio the Registrar of Aosdana.

Report on the year

The members of the Toscaireacht serving from 1999 to 2002 were Anthony
Cronin, Roger Doyle, Dermot Healy, John Kinsella, Gene Lambert, Brian Maguire,
David Shaw Smith, Paula Meehan, Raymond Deane and Alice Hanratty.

In February 2002 a newly elected Toscaireacht held its first meeting. The
members of this Toscaireacht are Sedirse Bodley, Maud Cotter, Anthony Cronin,
Theo Dorgan, Paul Durcan, Alice Hanratty, Fergus Johnston, Michael Kane, Brian
Maguire and Eric Sweeney. They met on four occasions during the year and, by
agreement, began to publish the minutes of their meetings in November 2002
on the Aosdana website www.artscouncil.ie/aosdana in line with Aosdana’s
commitment to greater transparency of its procedures.

In 2002 there was no General Assembly and the membership stood at 188.

106 members received the cnuas during the year, representing total payments
by the Arts Council of over €1,175,000.

Death of John B Keane

Aosdana members were saddened by the death of a much-admired playwright
and writer during the year. John B Keane, who died on 30 May, was elected a
member of Aosdana in January 1984. Born in Listowel, Co Kerry in 1928,
Keane, a prolific writer, is best remembered for his work for the stage, including
The Field, Sive, The Chastitute and Big Maggie. In addition he was a novelist, an
essayist and poet.




